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The study of Modern
Languages has never
been more relevant,

in an era of global
communication where
fluency and dexterity

in at least one foreign
language is an invaluable
skill. At the same time,

a deep and nuanced
understanding of cultural
imagination, intellectual
history, beliefs and
attitudes — what people
think and how they
think — is found in careful
study of literature,
thought, and linguistics.
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Modern Languages have been taught in
Oxford since 1724. The Faculty is one of
the largest in the UK, with a total intake of
more than 250 students a year (including
joint courses) and over 100 academic
staff constituting a thriving teaching and
research community with unparalleled
breadth and depth. Working alongside
students who share your passion and
ambition, you'll relish the opportunity to
find yourself discussing a medieval French
writer over coffee or debating a Spanish
film over popcorn, quite apart from your
classes and tutorials.

We offer a wide range of languages,
including French, German, Spanish,
Russian, Italian, Portuguese, Modern
Greek, Czech and Polish. Some can be
studied on their own, they can all be
studied in combination with another
language, and almost all of them can
be studied jointly with another subject.

The main components of the Modern
Languages degree are language and
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literature. On graduating, you can

expect to speak fluently in colloquial and
more formal situations, and write and
translate with accuracy and sensitivity

to vocabulary, styles and registers.

The study of literature, new to most
students, provides an enriching and
challenging experience, offering a context
for language study that broadens and
nuances your understanding of culture.

The Taylor Institution (www.bodleian.
ox.ac.uk/taylor) is the University’s

centre for the study of modern European
languages and literatures, and is a
beautiful and inspiring place in which to
work. Its research library contains the
largest specialist collection in this field in
Britain. The Taylor also houses the Modern
Languages Faculty Library, the main
lending library for undergraduates. We
also have a specialist Slavonic and Modern
Greek Library. The University’s Language
Centre (www.lang.ox.ac.uk) furnishes
materials for language learning in over
180 languages.

‘Being a modern linguist at Oxford means becoming immersed in the
literature, language, philosophy, and history of your subject. I'd never studied
French literature at school, but it became my favourite part of the course
here. Adjusting to new methods of learning was easier than | had anticipated,
as the tutors are committed to helping students adapt and thrive. I've
developed a curiosity for exploring every facet of French in order to discover
my own strengths, weaknesses and preferences’ (Emily, French Sole)
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What courses in Modern Languages are

available at Oxford?

You can study Modern Languages at Oxford in three ways:

You can focus on one language:

< French, including Film Studies, Literary
Theory, and Thought in your first year.

< German, including Film Studies, Medieval
Studies, and Thought in your first year.

< Spanish, including Film Studies, Medieval
literature and short fiction in your first year.

< Russian, including Film studies, Polish and
Church Slavonic in your first year.

You can study two languages:
R

% Take them both up to the same level,
even a language started from scratch.

Or you can do a joint degree combining one

language with a different subject:

« Classics, English, a Middle Eastern
language, History, Linguistics, or
Philosophy. See www.ox.ac.uk/courses

If you study two languages or a joint degree
with another subject, the balance between
the two languages/subjects is fairly equal,

so it’s essential that you're strongly committed
to both elements of the course for which

you apply.

What opportunities are there for
studying a language from scratch?

Alongside a language that you'll have to A2 or
equivalent, you can take up another language
from scratch: Czech, German, Modern

Greek, Italian, Polish (from the second year),
Portuguese, or Russian. You'll have intensive
language teaching in small groups, enabling you
to make accelerated progress. At the end of
the first year, you take the same examination

as anyone who started the course with existing
knowledge. For Russian, you spend the second
year abroad on a specially designed intensive
language and literature course in Yaroslavl.
Catalan, Galician, Occitan, Yiddish and most
Slavonic languages are available as additional
options (e.g. Galician within the Spanish course).
See www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/languages

How is the course structured?

Language is the keystone of the Oxford
course, and language exercises (both spoken
and written) make up about half of your final
examination assessment. You'll develop your
grammatical skills and oral proficiency in small
group teaching throughout the course, as well
as applying your skills to translation activities
and essay writing in the foreign language.

The first-year literature course for each
language introduces you to different periods
and genres of literary writing, including prose,
poetry, and drama. Your tutorials and seminars
will train you in how to analyse and discuss
these texts. You can then use these experiences

to choose what periods, authors and topics
you wish to focus on in your second and
final years. Options range from the earliest
medieval vernacular texts to twenty-first-
century writing.

The study of literature raises a broad range
of cultural questions; it leads you into areas
such as performance studies, aesthetics,
anthropology, art history, ethics, gender

studies, history, philosophy, politics, psychology,

theology, and popular culture. You can also
choose from a variety of non-literary options,
including linguistics, advanced translation,
literary theory, and European cinema.

Your Modern
Languages
degree at
Oxford is usually
a four-year
course, including
a compulsory
year abroad
(normally

the third year)
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How would | be studying?

Modern Languages students have lots

of varied opportunities to learn with tutors
and from each other. Each week, you'll
attend three to four hours of lectures per
language, participate in small group language
classes, and have tutorial discussions on
essay work that you've prepared on literary
or linguistics topics. Tutorials are usually

two or three students with a specialist tutor.
Alongside these contact hours, you'll spend
independent time reading in libraries, writing
your essays, and working on your translations.
You may also be in the Language Centre
practising your oral or grammar skills, or
meeting up with friends to discuss your

latest thoughts and ideas.

What does Linguistics involve?

Linguistics is the study of language in all its
aspects. Its practitioners are interested in the
structure and history of languages; the meaning
underlying instances of language use (semantics);
how languages are related; how children learn

The year abroad

The year abroad is usually the third year (it’s
the second year for Beginners’ Russian and
students taking a Middle Eastern Language).
It's the opportunity to acquire an abundance
of new experiences exercising your language
skills in foreign countries around the world.
You'll receive information and guidance about
the options available well in advance; how you
combine your languages and the particular

language; what goes on when people are
speaking; how people understand, mentally
represent and generate language; how language
is used in literature, the media and by different
social groups. See

programme of activities that you put together
is up to you, in consultation with your tutor.
You might undertake a journalism internship

in Argentina, attend university in Quebec,
volunteer in Senegal, be a teaching assistant
at a primary or secondary school in Vienna,
work as a translator for an advertising agency
in Bologna, or study at drama school in Paris

— the possibilities are limitless!

Alice went to the Ecole Normale Supérieure
in Lyon: ‘I was rather apprehensive about
my year abroad: making a new set of
friends, getting used to a new environment.
It turned out to be one of the most
interesting and enjoyable experiences of

my life. | grew in confidence socially, and,
of course, linguistically, with courses that
provided a great complement to my Oxford
degree, and with an additional bonus of
expanding my meagre culinary skills!’




